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CHRISTIAN DECEASE 
of the Illuſtrious and High-borne 


Prince, 


MAVREITITIVS 


of Nas sav, Prince of Orancas, 
of happy Memory. 


For the comfort and edification of all 
trueCnnalsTIANS, 


Firſt written in Dutch,by Maſter IJoun Boerxmna xn, 
Miniſter of the word of God, at Leewwardes: | 


es And 
Now Tranſlated into Engliſh, 


LONDON: 


Printed by 7.5, for Natbane! Newbery,and are to be ſold at his * 


ſhop atthe figne of the Starre, in P opes head Pallace, 
4 a rae Char Coral + 625. 


High-born Prince Maurice of Naſſan,Prince of Orange; 
. written by the worſhipfaull Doctor, 70hn Bogerman, 

being the very words which his Princely Excell : being 

deadly ſicke, ſpoke; doe declare by theſe preſents, that 
we doe hold this Relation to be very neceſſary to bee 
publiſhed in Print; not doubting but it will be very ac- 
ceptable vnto all impartiall Readers,and will bee read 
with great edification of all perſons , both high and 
low, and will not onely ſcrue them fora patterne , but 
alſo as a motiue to ſtirre them vp vato hearty Repen- 
tance andtrue faith in Teſus Chrift, to the glory of 


God, and the faluation of their owne ſoules.. 
Datum 26.May 1625. 


TJon.PorianDtR, AnvDpairtasRiveartys. 
AnT,VWaALZvVS. AnTonlvs Tarsivs: 
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To the High and Mighty Lords 
THE 


ESTATES GENERAL 


of the vnited Prouinces. 


AND 
To the High-borne Prince , 
FREDERIGK HENRY, 
| Prince of Orange. 
Andalſo 
To the Illuſtrions Lord , 
ERNEST CASIMIR, 

Count of Naſſau, Catzenelnbogen,&c. 


9 Ot Highand mighty, and moſt gra- 
G cious Lords, 1 doe preſent unto your 
Al Excell: and by you onto all faithfull 
& Inhabitants of theſe united Proutn- 
= ces, the deſcription of the Chriſtian 
<y deceaſe of the 17 Pax and High- 
SSD Keg 3) borne Prince, Maurice of Naſlay, 
Prince of Orange,e56.Both,whoſe life and death,ſhall be of 
immortall memory. This is 4 ſmall matter in regard of my 
felfe and my labour, but wery great in reſpect of that great 
7rince,who doth here ſpeake Tas laſt words, in a matter of * 


A greateſt 


4. 
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| The Epiſtle. 
greateſt moment, and who doth bere fight the greateſt fizht 
that can befall, and ſo doth fiziſh the greateſt worke that 
can be done op earty, and after his labour « ended, wee ſte 
him goe from miſery into 10) and reſt, leauing the whole 
world in a tumnlt of wnreſt. It hath beene alwaies held 4 
commendable cuſtome to make knowne the laſt words and 
ations of great per ſonages, that it might ſerne for an ex- 
ample unto others : therefore all impartiall people ſhall on- 
derſtand, that it is more then reaſon, to publiſh and make 
knowne onto the world, the laſt words and aceds of the 
High-renowned Lord,the Prince of Orange ; eſpecially 
fince it is both of bighand low ſo much deſired and longed 
for, that all true- hearted people ( who bane receined the ſpi- 
rit of empartiality, may indge, whether among all the 
words of vis Excell : any be to be found, that are not very 
religiouſly ſpoken,and ought ofentry of 115 tobe followed.We 
may well ſay the Lord bath lowed ths Prince wniill the end. 
Jn his life he hath made him a patterne of all beroicke and 
Milttarie ations, and Politicke wiſedome : in his death bee 
hathin anextraordinary manner made him 4n obie(t of his 
mercy,and an example of Chriſtian Piety and Godline{ſe. In 
his life time be gaue him the vidtorie oner his bodily and ont- 
ward enemies,and at his death he mage him extraordinarily 
vittorious, triamphing ouer hu ſpiritnall enemies, So gue 
ding bim by bis holy ſpirit, that with an extraor dinary reſs- 
late courage, hee did deſpiſe all earthly things, ſaying #iany 
times : 
] willnot be troubled with any worldly matters. 


Ss that leaning the world, and the beany burthen of his 


weighty affairs together he did wholly «pply bimſelfe to fight 
this ſpiritual hgh : 4s Wiſely and Mbrr; | 4 ener hee 
did in tempora 


combats. For in all his ſtiritwall aGions = 
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did moſt looke at that, whereat we muſt lamble, when wee 
hawe to doe with the Lord, Our Sitinies, which being put 

aite from vs, wee obraine free atceſſe nes the'Lord, yea, 
we beconie faniliar with hin, as the child with the father. 
Bleſſed is he that gerteth rhe praftife of this ; 7# this 
work his P. Excell : hath followed the ſteps of the moſt 
Valianceft Champions which hage beene among the people 
of God. 4s, David, Daniel, Efay, Ieremy, and others, 
Whereof we baue —_ examples in the Plalmes, where 
we ſee that Gods children having to doe with God, doe ſo of- 
ten looke pon their fintnes, and ſo hamble themſelues there- 
with, that thereby afterwards they come to reteiue in their 
hearts a fiiall faith, feare, and obedience. His P. Excell : 
did know that oar ſpiritual enemy, which wee beare about 
Us, was onercome, and that death bad loſt her ſting, and 
hell her vitory. Thi enemy, Sinne, we dot ouercome : 
Firſt, by trae repentance, and doe hate him 4s our deadlyeſt 
enemie, Secotidly, when we by true faith, caſt them pon 
the ſhonlders of that vnſpotted Latmbe Teſns Chriſt, who 
can only btare them,ty carry them away;(* thirdly,whes on 
the contrary we become loners of righteouſnes, and whatſoc» 
wer is acceptable ito the Lord Theſe three perticulars may 
emer) one finde that s any thing experienced in holi- 
neſſe,that the Holy Ghoſt bath in afpeciall manner wrought in 
tha Prince. His Excell : knowing that there is bat one 
way to heauen for the greateſt potentate,and the meaneſt ſub- 
iett, bath not flattered himſelfe, nor ſought" to iuſtifie his 
finnes, but hath, az one of the leaſt of Gods ſeruants, with 
an bunthle hart and onfained repentance, confeſſed them be- 
forethe Lord, andbath, in true faith taken his refuge onely 


to leſus Chriſt, is whom his ſoule found reſt. And therewns 
hee ſo often declared bys bearty deſare, to ſerne the Lord bet-- 
A2 


ver 
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ter then he confeſſed to hane done, as the Loyas great bene- | 

ts unto him did require. | | 
And this is the ſpeciall mercy of God,which all good chriſti» 

ans may boaſt of, that the Lord (who knew the good deſire of | 

his Excell: )baning freed him from all worldly binderaxces, | 


for a crowne onto all his landable deeds, bath ſuffered his | 


Excell : to wſe ſuch a ſolemne and holy action as this 6s, not | 
onelyfor the reſt and ſaluation of bjs owne ſoule, but alſo for. * 
the edification of all good chriſtians. And therefore 1 doe | 
not without cauſe ſay once more that the Lord bath loued 
this Prince wnto the end. For 1 do from my hart confeſſe that | 
in all the times 1 wiſuea his Excell : His Excell ; did ſo be- 
haue himſelfe, that 1 did not once goe from him, without be- 
ing edified, not doubling but it will doe the like to all good 
chriſtians that ſhall happen to reage it. Wherefore I doe 
comfort my ſelfe, and doe praiſe the Loyd, that within this 
my weakentſſe of body, wherewith 1 did not thinke 10 haue 
done any more publike ſernice, he hath ſo itrengthned mee, 
to doe this ſpiruuall ſeruice unto this famous Prince, and 
through him wvnts all good people in generall, who 1 truſt in | 
their ſorrow, woich without doubt they bane for the loſſe of 
this Valiant Champion, will finde themſelues comforted, 
when they ſhall heare from bis Excell : mouth ſo man 
Chriſtian ſpeeches, and ſhall ſee him aye the death of the 
Righteous. Whereby I hope, (that we may ſo ſay) hee ſhall 
haze left and proneunced a bleſſing oner the churchof God, 
and this ſtate. As alſo in perticalar ons his Exccil : 11+ 
luſirious ſucceſſor, which we with true repentance (according 
to the example of his Excell : ) wil expect from the merci- 
full God, beſeeebing himin the meane time, for Chriſt 1eſus 
ſake, mercifully to pardon our crying finnes, and plentifally 
to powre mio our hearts the grace of repentance, and not 
| ---- 
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yet leaue his Heritage,nor tolet the Rod of bis affliftion to ye 
too long pon our backes, 

This may comfort all good Chriſtians intheir affliction, 
who at this preſent line in griefe and perſecutionthat this fa- 
mous Prince did beare ſuch affettion onto them, ſaying, 
when he heard ary good newes from abroad : 

That will be good for gods children, 

Which his Excell: declared hikewiſe to beareronto the 
church of God, and to the preſeruuion of the true religion, 
(which be hath ſufficiently ſhewen vnto the whole world by 
many actions) agreing with that which the Lord Embaſſador 
of his © Maiefly of Great Brittaine, Sir. Dudley Carleton 
was pleaſed in his or relate onto-your H« Dignitees 

from the very month of his P. Excell : which bis Excel : 
alſo was pleaſed to communicate onto mee, which words 
were theſe. THR 

Theſe be two great Maximies,the preſeruation ol 

 thereformed Religion, and the warres again} 

Spaine. 
Vpon which two heads bis Excell : did meane that the wet- 
we of the countries depended, 1 baut in this relation ex-. 
acFly fet downe the very words of his Excell : as hee ſpake 
them, which when 1 came home 1 jet downe wpon a peece 
of paper and haue conferred them with thoſe that were pre- 
ſemt when bi Excell: ſpake them. ITED 

That which 1 ſpake, 1 haue fet downe 4s I thought beſt 
for eaifteation, at the firſt viſitation 1 did not intend tobanc 
' troubled his Exceil : ſo much, as having experience of the 
aiſability of a ſicke perſon, but-bis Excell : actained mee, \ 
partly with extraodinary attention hee bad to bere the word 
of God,and partly wuh his queſtions which hee propounded. 

The other wiſitations were not ſo long inregard his Exccll; 

EEE AJ grew 
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The Epiſtle. 
grew tuery day more weaker and weaker, and therefore 
when hee could not ſpeake any longer wee betooke our ſelnes 
wnto prayerr,expetting « bleſſed end, 

1 thought good to dired# thu worke omto yoar High and 
Miphty Dignities with whom hes Excell: dureng the time of 
his gouer ment hath connerſed, who are witneſſes of by laus 
dable actions, and partakers of his immortall praiſes : and 
who hi Excell : hath inſlitated Executors of bis Princely 
will and teſtament, ſoe that of right it doth belong nts your 
honours : and without doubt, not onely this, but alſo the per- 
ticulars of the religiozs deceaſe of this moſt excellent Prince 
will be pleaſing onto your honoars, with whom your High- 
xeſſes hane ener lined in ſuch a neere correſpondencie, and 
haue yet by your bonnors Commiltics, (namely by the Hono- 
rable Lords, Henric of Eſſen, from Gelderiand, Nicholas 
van-Bouckhorſt, Lord sf Nortwich, from. Holland, 
Rienck van-Burmania, from Freeſland, Aſſucer van- 
Harſolte, from Ouer-Iflc|)wifited and remained with bis 
Excell: ontill hs end.Concerning your P, Excell : Gracious 
'Lord, who hath a fpeciall imtereſt im this labour, as being the 
onely brother mo the deceaſed Prince,whom hee hath loued 
with a brotherly loue, (4s us manifeſt) . and beſides, heire of 
bi Princely dignity, and bu ſucceſſor in that great and 
waightie calling,bring a little before by Excell: death, tothe 
comfort and ioy of his Exrtell: aud wnts all true chriſtians, 
ontedin matrimony with the llluſtrious Princeſſe Amelia, 
Princeſſe of Orange, Counteſſe of Solms, who, with her 
Excell : the Princeſſe of Portugal| were both together with 
bis Excell: the day before he dyed, and were witneſſes of his 

id 


 Princely and chriftian carriage. Wherein ber Excell : di 
oy ſuch pleaſure, that ſhe did toyfully glorythereim wnto the 


other Lords, ſaying, That it wasa blefſed thing for ceucry 
Chriſtian, 


The Epiſtle. 

Chriſtian, to diſpoſe himſelfe ſo well at the time of his 
death. The hike did her Excell : the Princeſſe of Portugal 
your Excel : ſfefter, T har ſuch a chriſtian carriage came 
from God, and was his gift, which the Lord Agarhins, 
Lord of Dhonarobee fol onto me from the mouth of her 
Excell : Tour Excel] : ſhall not onely finde in this relation 
the chriftian and religious deceaſe of this worthy Prince, but 
alſo that which may ſerne your P.Excell : and other Lords, 
for an example of imitation, and comfort, in the matter of 
ſaluation, being of more value then all the tranſutory goods 
of thus world. 

Therefore 1 doe bumbly beſeech your high and mighty 
P . Excell : gracioufly to accept of this my meane labour, and 
1 will pray unto the Almighty God, to preſerue your 
High and Mighty P. Excell : i» wmon together, to 
gouerne you with bis Holy Spirit; and ſoto bleſſe and proſper 
you, in this time of trouble of the whole chriſtian world, that 
you may happily and conragiouſly pre ſerue the free liberty of «. 
the Goſpell in theſe countries, and ſo to ſupply the places of 
the deceaſed Prince, and Count William,gyc. who are now 
both at reſt with the Lord, and herewith 1 twrne my ſelfe to 
the relation of that which happened before and at the death 
of bis Excell : Remaining eucr more 


Your high and mighty P. Excell 


moſt obedient ſeruant in the Lord, 


At rhe Hage, 
I 635. 


Joanues Bvgermanns. 


A 
IRVE RELATION 


The Godly and Chriſtian deceaſe 
of the Illuſtrious and High-borne 
Prince, 


MavRiTivs of Nassav, late Prince 
of 0Orange,of happy Memory. 


ER A Relation 
Of that which happened ar the firſt viſitation of the 


{illuſtrious Prince of Orawge,on Munday the 14. of Aprill, 


Anno16 2 5, inthe afternoonegabourfourc of 
the clocke, 


Hereas divers perſons of quality, did 
& often times requeſt mee, to vilit the 
bo Illuftrions Prince of Orange , 11 the 
time of his lickneſſe, which I feared 
to doe, inregard of my weakenellc; 
yet, not to incommodate my ſelte, 
* and ſpecially his Excel/: 1 thought 
Du. V7 (the wore, becaule | very well knew 
his Excel: did yet ſometimes reade Letters, and becauſe I 
. had vnderſtaod by the Werſbipſmi Doltor Wallew, profeil pe 
B _— 


hs | I 


The godly aud ( briftian deceaſe 
ivinity i niverſicy | , that bis Fry 
bed «bu wg wor nd of ſore of the = 


ofthe Councell, had viſited his Princely Excel; whom after | 


many religious and 
pared) with a bricte and ſhort Letter of exhortation and com- 
fort; in lead of a parley in preſence, to have taken my kave 
of his Excell: But as] waybuſie herewith, Maſter Secretary 


 Iunixa (ent for me to come vnto his Exeell; who wasvery de- 


firous to hauc me come vnto him. Conſidering that it was 
Gods will, and knowing ittc be my bounden duty,in regard 
his Exeell hath obliged vs ſo much vato him, omitted 
that which I had in hand, and preſently I went with the ſame 
meſſenger that came for me: Beſeeching the Lord to ſtreng- 


godly ſpeecheshe had leftvery well pre- | 


® 


then me, and to-grant his bleſſing, that it might bee for his- | 
honour and glory, for the comfort of his Exce#: and for the | 


edification of allgood men.. 


Being come tothe Court, and having ſomewhat reſted 
my ſclfe, I was by the aforeſaid Lord Seeratery,and the Cham- 


berlaive breught into the Chamber where his Zxcell; lay,. 
who very kindely entertained mee, putting forth hishand | 


and bid me welcome, and made me to fit downe at his Beds- | 
ſide. Whereupon the people diſmiſſed the Chamber, except | 


the aforclaid Secretary, Door Rumyf,and the [| hawberlaing 
who remained atthe Beds-lide, to heare and take notice of, 


all che (| that happened , although vaſeene of his: | 


Excelh, his P, Excelk: demanded of me,. how I-did, what 
ſickeneſſe I was troubled withall; and whether I amended, 
as allo of my appetite, meate, drinke, and fleepe: Of which 
when I had ſatisfied him, his Excel: begunne to ſpeake of 
his ewne ſickeneſſe; demanding of me what DoQor 


thought of it; Which when I had-told him, his Zxcell: an- 


ſwered, 1 am of that opinion alſo. Complaining of his Ague and 
hot Feuer, which did much trouble himzand ir ſeemed, his 
Exeelk bewayled them that were con to vie much. 


Phyſicke. Whereypon I ſaid; we muſt leoke vnto God, with- 
out whoſe 


be 


pleaſure there cannoe one hayrefall from our. 
heads,and in regard of- his diuing decree, our time cannot 


—— 


of Mauritius, Prince of Orange. 
' be fhortencd. Whereupon his Excel{; anſwered,7 bold it to be 
fe 4l/0,aud I am reſolned:Hereby Itooke occalion, toſkew vo- 14; hu ung 
to his Excell; the miſery which man is ſubic, vnto ia this faith of Gods 
life, and how happy we are, that we haue that ſure comfort prouidence, 
which the Lord hath ſo abundantly revealed vnto ve in his | 
Goſpell.Whereupon his Excef:(aid, /t « true, Then [ (aid fur- 
ther,You may pleaſe to coalider, the great mercy God ſhew- 
ed vnto your Excell: all the time of your gouernement, ma- 
king you an incomparable Prixce of your time, whole aQi- 
| ons thewhole world admires, and (pecially in regard the 
' Lord hathfreedyou from ſo many eminent perils and dan 
 * gers,and doth now ſo mercifully ſhew this great favour and 
mercy vatoyou, in viliting you with fo Fatherly a chaſtiſe- 
ment; leading you, as it were with his hand yato a bleſſed 
end, giving you ſo long and moderate a lickeneſle, whercia 
hee doth continue your vaderſlanding and perfeR (ſpeech, 
not onely to ſeruethe Countrey, as your Zxcell: yet doth, 
but alſo to praQtiſe that which is for your euerlaſting ſaluati- 
on: where.to the contrary, that good Lord,of happy memo- 
, Count William Loedwicks of Nafſav, at the beginning of his 
eneſl: did looſe his ſpeech, his flxength, and his vader- 
Randing: whoſelaſt words were vpen the comfore which I 
ſpake vnto him, LORD be mereoll vnte we for thy beloved Jo. 
Somnc: ſake; which we miſerable wretches doe notin due time ,laft words 
confider. Now I doe not doubt but your Excell: doth wake in his ficknes 
| agoodvſc ofthis afflition, that you may enlioy the perfe& 
fruits of the Chriſtian Religion which your Excel! : hath ſo 
long maintained and propagatcd; and this fruit is a comfort 
bothia life and death yntoour conſciences, conſiſting here- 
in,that we wretched fipners,may have a reconciled and mer- 
cifyll God. If the fauourablc countenance of a King be the 
life ofthe SubieRs ( as Solomon ſaith) how much the more 
{laid 1) is the mercifull fauour of God 7 Then I Gaid further, 
(conſidering his Excel/encie did hearken fo attentiuely vnto 
me) Greciexs Lord, the reformed Religion doth moſt cleare- 
ly and profoundly (et forth vato vs, our miſery, and doth 
give vs the oncly and (oueraigne my againſt the lms, 
| | * 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| Noble Count hartily laughed 
SZ 

| 
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Matth.13-17. holy Scriptures: Thir is my beloved Sonne, in whom I am well 
tobn 14.5%, pleaſed; He isthe way, the trmh, and the life; No man commerh to 

the Father, but through him, zeithey «s there [aluation in any 0- 
Aﬀtts4.11, ther: for there 1s ns. other name ginen vnder heanen where- 
1 Cor.1.30, by wee ennft be ſaued;Who of God. is made unto vs Wiſedome and 
1 Corgz, 11, Fighteou'meſſe, Santtification and Redemption;For, other fonndati- 

on can noman lay, then that which « laid,, which w 1ESvS$ 


Afirt3.39, CHRIST; By him cnery one that beleeveth « inflt- 


ToM.3 24, 


through himy and this is the onely, anciene, truc, and euer- 
Jaſling Goſpell, which God himlelfe hath revealed vnto our 
fore-Fathers in Paradiſe, and:afterwards by hm Patriarkes 
and Prophets hath publiſhed vnto his people, 'by all the ce= 


| \. through his infinite mereyfo abundantly enioy it; 


tyJings that the Arch-duke- A/bertwybeing very licke, went 


vnto the ſhrine of our Lady,ata plice fo called, whereto ma- 

ny goc in pilgrimagezScherpewbenber, there to receive accor- 

aimg tothe Popifh cuſtome,remiflicn of his ſins, wherat the 

2; rcioycing and praiſing God 

(although in faint words) th adla har opadark 

on in his heart, and hadr 

| Norablewords his £xcef: ſaid, Connt 
| of his Exell: with himgHis Excel: 

rehearſed then) again more plainer, 7/ax(ſaid he)beating two 

or three times vpon his breſt, Count WilliZ had Scherpenkeavel 


continually with him: Iuſtaid I, Noble Lord;( ennt Williaw | 


i | with the onely way forour reconciliationwith God, through | 

| leſu: Chriſt hs onely beloued Sonneour Saviour, who doth | 
beſtow all his benctits on them that lay hold vpon him in | 
-  truefaithrand repevtance, of whom God doth teſlific in the 


Epbeſ, 1 fied; By whom wee haus Redemption and reconciliation | 
rt | wh with God through hiz bloud, enen the for ginene ſe of ſanes : where- | 
lobn 5,12; Of John witnetleth,” Hee that hath the Soune, hath life. And | 

thercfore we can haue no other communion with God,then | 


remonies in the old Teſtament, and hath lithence inthe new | 
Teltament fo glcriouſly reucaled it vnto vs Gentiles, which | 
in fore times were not ofthe peop!e' of 'God, and 'doe now | 


_ Hereup-n | rehearſed vnto his Excel. that the Memorable | 
late Conn: William Lodowicke of Naſſasn,in his (icknes receiued | 


at he bad laid a better foundati- | 
received abetter light: Whereupon | 
liam had Scherpenbenvel continually | 
thinking thatl did notvnderftand him, | 


A. 


- —_ Ty ner ERn— . has” | ab x65 rag x m4 <Vyz mae - _, 


of Mauritius, Prince of Orange. 


had no neede to goe to Scherpenhenvel for comfort, for hee 


fapm vs the time when... IE EL a aa et F. 

| Whercupoen when his Excel/ence had givea.mee to vader. His Excel: is 
ſand that hee felt hee ſhuyld dye.of this licknefle,” ] ex- PHO Ton 
horted him to reconcile himſclte with God, with whoto ,frhis fickne 
at this preſent hee had to doe,that hee might then with a qui» and doth defan 
et Conſcience, expet whatſocuer the Lord ſhould gifpoſe to be prepare 
of his perſon, Whereupon his.P. Excel; anſwered, So | dee, forit- 
then [ ſaid further, it is requilite that aboue all things we-doe 
humble our ſelucs before the Lord by reaſon of our finnes 
which are contrary vita the mult holy commandemencs of. 
God. Andin th:ir nature are abhominable in the ſight of the 
Lord, whoare the cccalion of Gods wrath,and of all plagues 
temporall & Eternall,for which the ſonne of Godſufftered fo 
much on tne Croffe,.. Wee mull haue an vpright hatred of 
them,condemne them and be aſhamed of them,&according 

to the example of the Saints confelle chem before the Lord. 
And .the ſtrickter wee are. in this perticular, and the 
more wee puwre out our hearts before the Lord, the 
mote capable wee ſhall be with ioy and thankefulneſſe 

to receive the riches of Gods mercy, | 

And when [ had (hewed, vnro his Excel/: ſome parts of 

Scripture wherein is promiſed mercy and forgivenetle of 
linnes vrito them that fhalltruly repent, his Excel: opened 

his mouth and faid, 1 baye Symed, and preſently after with 

a inore vehemency, that the "ery. teates ſtood in his eyes, 

3 c 


al, 51+ 


s Ex 
refſe his 


lencein 
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then he 


WR done, 
IIPſ#.130. 


and con 
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hee (aid, 1 bane Sinned grofſely;Whereby I was much moued, 
dectaring vnto him that this was an acceptable offermg vn- 
to the Lord, Sachb 4 broken beart will the. Lord not defÞyſe: 
| Sheving him the abundant ioy and comfort all repenrant 
ſinners have in the Lord /eſw Chriff, who is the 
onely and perfe& atronement for our finnes : Hee is our - 


Reghteonſnefſe, who .can onely ſtand before the Lord, and 
he is our hfe,which I hada little before more largely inſiſted 
ypon: but having ſhewed a few more, as, Eſay, $3.1. 2 Jobs 
2.1.2 Hebrewes 10. | demanded of his Exeel{: if in his 
heart, hee did not comfort himſelfe with them. Whereu 

his Exce!!: with his hands cloſed, confefled his faith, ſaying, 


: doth [take my refuge onto the great mercy of God : And I belcene that 


leſws Chrift died for mee onthe croſſe, in whom [ put all my truſt: 
and theſe words hee (aid twice together. Whereupon I 


Chriſt leſun (aid, this is a trac chriſtian faith, the Lord, from whom all 


good gifts commeth be praiſed, that hee hath giuen vnto 
your Excell: ſo great a gift as this faithis, and grant to ful- 
fill this worke in you, Then 1 ſaid further, in ſuch a heart 
as this is, doth the Holy Gheft worke all defire and louevnto 


His Ex: carneſt righteouſneſſe; Whereupon his P, Excell: (aid, It repemteth mee 


ire to lerue 


heLord ber. 


that T hane net ſeraed the Lordbetter then I banedene: 1 confeſſe 
1 bane not ſeraed him enough; 1 will pray him to flrengtben mee. 


[confeſſedrv This (ſaid 1) is moſt Chriſtianly ſpoken, and ſo muſt all 


faichfoll Chriſtians doe t | rrp O Lord ((aith David) 
e Mine iniquiticr, O Lord who fall land ? But, wercy ss 
i that thou mayſt bee feared. NEE cs 
If there were no mercy with God, no man were able to 
fruec him, but now the forgiueneſle of ſinnes is an Article 
of our chriſtian Faith,we are all miſerable ſinners before the 
Lord, and doe all ftand in need of his mercy 2 [ts: true (aid 
his Excellencie, Then I ſpoke vnto his Exce#: comforts 
from the word of God, that his Excel: might patiently take 
this croſſe vpon him, not doubting but that it would bee 
for the comfort and ſaluation of his ſoule, ſaying, that his 
Excell: would dec well to delight himſelfe in the meditatin 
vpon that great worke of God which hee did for vs, in ſuf- 


fering 
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fering his Sonne not to be an Angell, for Angels, but to be 
man, fer to redceme many, whoſe manhood, doQtine, 
miracles, obcdience, bloodſhedding death, reſurreRion, and 
aſſention to heaven is all for our gogd, onely in faith con- 
flantly beleeuing them as if they had here happened before 
our eyer, and as if wee with the Apoltles had che word 
of life with our corporall eyes, whereof /obn ſpeaketh 1 obs , j,4,... 
1.3. The (elfe lame] tsvs doth now fit at the righe 
hand of God, deſiring and expeRting that all thoſe that be- 
leeuve in him, to be with him, and to behold his gory of 
which glory in regard of our ſoules after death,as alſo in 
regard both of ſoule and body at the day of iudgment, 1 7% 17-24- 
rehcarſed vnto bis Excel: certaine places of Scripture : 
Whereupon when his Exce/{:had ſpoken theſe wordsFe car his xv words! 
not conceine this, it is aboue apprehenfian , | (aid, the Angels of the ioyes of 
themſclues eannot conceiue this great wonderfull worke of keauen, 
God, but doe delight in the contemplation thereof 3 We 
muſt beleeue and admire it, giving thankes vntothe Lord 
that he bath revealed ſo much vnto. vs as doth (againſt the 
miſery which wee hauc in this life) in ſome meaſure give vs 
a taſte of the ioycs of the life to come: and thereupon I 
rehearſed vnto his Excel/: what ioy and gladnefſe the As 
poliles had vpon the Moune,when they did but onely fee a 
glympſe of the heavenly. gloryz and fo 1] alluded alſo that 
many times-in my fickae(ſe Fwas there-with ſoreioyced and 
comforted, that I felt s-taite of the heavenly ioyes within 
mee. 
Whereupon his Excel/: enquired for ſome places of 
Scripture which I had mentioned vnco him, eſpecially of 
thole that poke of the Prayer of Chriſt, and of the ioyes of- 
the life to come, which I repeated vnto him, telling-him, . 
that hee ſhould not diſturbe himfelfe too much, and if hee 
could not endure much ſpeech, to imploy his minde with 
gouod thoughts,or if he could to let ſome body readeby him 
thae which thould fall into his Excel/: minde, for the word: 
of God is fruitfull : and ſo here with I thought to have taken 
my leaue, excufing my (elfefearing leaſt I ſhould have beeve 
over” 


The godly and (briſtian deceaſe 
ouer-trouble-ſome vnto his Excell: but his Excell: detgi- 
ned mee longer with theſe quettiors, There bee ſome, ſaid he, 
thas bane much in their mouthes, but they hane no deeds, their 
word: aud their deeds doe not agree, and ſuch there be many, 
Whereunto I anſwered that thole kinde of people were 
of two ſorts, ſome are but hipocrites which doe not meane 
with their hearts what they ſay, Lut doe onely f(ceke to 
pleaſe men : thoſe bee but like painted tombes, of whom 
Chriſt ſpeaketh, The Golpell is hike voto « net which catch- 
eth both good and bad bſhes. In the Lores held groweth 


both wheare and tares, and th-refore we muſt not bee offen- 


ded at ir, for ſuch' there hath beene in the Apotiles times, 
and cuer will bee. Verywwell (faid his Exce!l:) thoſe hawer 
not in their bearts, but when they repent they ſhall be ſancd. 
Theſe people are dead in their ſinnes (faid I) they haveno 
(pirituall life, and are not yet borne apaine, and if they will 
be ſauced they muſt bee made alive by the (pirit'of God, and 
be borne againe: But itis otherwiſe with them that have a 
ous reſolution in their hearts and thereupon vowe to per» 
orme it,aIthough the deed doe faile them,they may flumble 
and fall, but the one more then the other, yea they may fall 
heauily, whereof wee have examples/in the word of God 
theſe have the ſpirit of God and are borne anew , but they 
are feeble and weake, like vnto a weakely man, ke hath a good 
will to goe,but hee cannot ſo fully performe it, ard they are 
gricued for theſe imperfeQions and are ſorry for ther. 
The Apoftle himfelfe, ſheweth vs the inward combats be» 
eweene the fl: ſhand the Spiritz for,vhat 1 wonld,t hat dee l not, 
but what T bate that doe 1. | | 
The ſpirit of God is not alwaics a like, for as thewinde 
doth ſometimes blow harderthen other, ſo it is with the ſpi- 
rit of God, and God doth deale thus with his childrey, to 
humble them and make them know that it is not in their 
ſtrength, bur that it is a ſpeciall gift of his' grace, The (ced 
that falleth into the ground doth bring forth a ſeucrall 
quantiry of fruit, in ſome a 'hundred, in ſome lixty , and in 
ſome bue thirty. Chriſt will nor: breake a' bruiſed reed, nei- 


ther 
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ther will he quench (moaking flaxe, and therefore the Lord 
doth not deſpiſe ſuch. We are al weake, and are to (triue 
with fleſh and bloud all the dayes of our life, but this fight 
doth not happen alwayes alike, ſometimes when wee truſt 
roo much to our owne power, and doe negl:& the meanes 
which the Lord hath ordained to preſerve vs, the Lord doth 
give the Diuell leauc to tempt vs, and this the Lord doth 
doe, thatwe ( being lifted vp againe) might confeſſe our 
weakeneſle, and be the more carefull of our wayes, as wee 
may ſee by the examples of 'Dazid and Peter, and in the 
meane time they that turne vnto the Lord and belecue in 
him, have eternall life. 

Hereupon his P. Excel: ſaid, So doe I underſtand it alſo, 
but, there be ſome that thinke they can hane faith and repentance 
whan they pleaſe, they thinke it it in their power, but 1 know it muſt 
all come from God, andit is be that muſt gineits Itis true, laid I, 
your Excell: ſaith very well, and hee voto whom the Lord 
doth giue it,doch feels ir,and doth ſhew it according to the 
meaſure as He hath received it: but they that let themſelues 
be perſwaded they can haue it at theirplealurcyare deceiued; 
for who is he that hath a ſparke of Gods grace in his heart, 
that would not bewilling to be releaſed from his ſins,and to 
doegood continually, it hee could doe it at his pleaſure ? 
Thedaily experience teacheth all geod Chriſtians that doe 
throughly examine their lives, that many times they cannot 
docasthey would doe . I haue a little before ſhewed vato 
your Excell: the example of the Apoſtle Pawl vpon this (ub- 
ie, who complaineth, that he cannot doe what hee would 
or, It is the Lord that worketh in vs both the will and the 
deed; for wee haue not one good thought of our (clues, 
Chrift ſaith. #ithout wee you candee nothing, wee hauc not (0 
much as the power ouer our naturall body, much lefle over 
our ſpirituall. | 

Then his Excell: ſaid,There bee ſome that would faine hane 
Repentance, but they cannot obtaine tz whereupon I anſwered, 
they that haueatrue and hearty deſire vnto repentance, that 
is, the ſpirit of newneſle of life, _—_ haue it already, me 
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ſhall have their deſire; ſuch hungry and thirſty ſoules the 
Lord will ſatisfie,ſaith Chit, partly here in this life, and 
perteRty inthe life to come. And to this purpoſe tendeth that 
ſweet call of Chrilt, AMatih. 11. Come all unto mee zyee that 
are weary and heany laden, and [ will eaſe you, Hereby I tooke 
occaſion to relate vnto his Excell: the examples oftwo,men, 
the onea Miniſter, who in his ficknes, could not in his hare 
be perſwadedeto relye vpon the mercy of God, which he 
would (cfaine haue done;the other,ofa man who in his (ick- 
nes complained of a hard& ſtony heart,not being able to re- 
pent of his ſinnes which formerly hee had often done. His 
Excell; demanded how it went with them: the firlt ( faid1) 
was of a Miniſter demanded, if he could not remember whe- 
ther in former times hee had rcioyced in the mercics of 
God, (helaid) yes, many times, then ſaid the Miniſter voneo 
bim, Be of good comfort, when that darke clond and huure 
of tryall ſhall bee paſt, it will come againe, and you ſhall 
baue your delire, at which wordsthe man fo reioyced, and 

reſently prayſed the Lord, and thanked the Miniſter who 
poke this comfort vnto him; ſaying, this comfort could not 
come into my minde, The other man had a Miniſter to come 
vato him, and intreated him to pray vnto the Lord for him, 
and he himſclfe would prayalſo as much as he could, which 
he hauing divers times dene, found himſelfe to bee akered, 
whercfore he praiſed God, thisſaid his Excel: was well done. 
Then his Excelt; demanded for ſorne Chapters which trea- 
ted ofthe Lords Prayer, and of the ioyes of heauen; where- 
of having fatisfed his Excell; 1tooke my leave of him, wi- 
ſhing bim eaſein this aft1Rion, and a blefſed fuccefle trom 
the (ame: wherefore his Excel: did thanke me, ſaying, that 


” could very well endure to haye mee come oftnce vnto 
ImMe 


Fu 
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This ation laſted abone an houre, hee being yet reaſe- 


wable flrong and able to ſpeaks, and was very deſirous 
to heare the word of God, 


Erweene the firſt and the ſecond viſitation on the faſting 

day, being the 6, of Aprill, I vnderſtood of DoQor 
Rumpf, DoRor vnto the King of Bohemia,that his Excel; had 
his Bible lying open before him, of which I was very glad, 
and conlideringthat when I was with his Exce//: hee was 
twice deſirous to haue ſome p)aces of Scripture read vnto 
himz not knowing if ever I ſhould fee his Excel: any more, 
I thought good to ſend vato him a note of certaine Chapters 
for him to reade, in regard he found himſelfe to bee reafona- 
ble well, thatſo he might imploy his time inthis exerciſe:and 
whereas the ſaid Door at that time was to goe vnto his 
Excell: I requeſted his worſhip to take this note along with 
him, and deliver it vnto his Excell: intreating him co take 
notice of his Excel : diſpoſition, and accordingly, either to 
delwer, or detaine it. 


A note for his Excell : 


Examples of comfort for repentant ſinners , Luke chap. 
15 ndel 7- from the 36. werſe to the end, Pal. FI. 
473 13Os 


To comfort ws in the loue of Teſus Chrift, and to flirre 
Of our bearts nts boly meditations, 1obn 17. Rom. 5. 


To mo 'h hearts ow earthly things,;5 to moue 
Vs tothe aefire of the ioyes of heaven, the two [aft Chapters 
of the Renelation, CER * F 
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Thenext day theſaid Door told mee that hee had deli- 
uered it vnto his Exce/l: himſelfe, who preſcntly layd it in 
his Bible. 


The ſecond Viſutation. 


N the 12. of Aprill, being Tueſday,in the forenoone a- 
bout tenne of the clocke, her Excel: the Princelle of 
Portwgall, requeſted mee by a Meſſenger, tocome vnto the 
Prince :Inregard it was not likely that I ſhould ſtay there 
long, I went, and was preſently brought vato his Excelt: 
where I found not cnely the (aid Princelle of Portugal, but 
the Princefle of Orange that now is, with a great company 
of Lords, Nobles, Othicers, the Lord Yorbergen, and others 
vaknowne vnto me, beirig core to his Excell: and being ſet 
downe at his beds (ide, | demanded of him how he felt him- 
ſelfe;whereupon heanſwered, I am well reſolued : thruſlin 
vp his Cap from his eyes, he {etled himſelfe to talke with me, 
and preſently ſpake theſe words. 1 haue read thoſe Chapters 
which you ſent unto me, they were very excellent Chapters, I doe 
thanks you for them, but 1 cannot remember them all : I cannet 
repeate any particulars, but I haue remembred the ſubſtance, ts 
not that well? Yes, gratious Lord (aid 1) but your Excell : 
hath troubled your ſelfe too much, and that was not my in- 
tent, for which I ſent them; for if your Exce/l: remember, 1 
told you, Fouſhould hauea verſe or two read vnto you; of 
that which ſhould come into your Excel! : minde, that ſo 
you might imploy your minde in meditating on good 
thoughts, and not to reade whole Chapters, which were too 
tedious 2 But ſ1thence your Highneſſe hath pleaſed ſo to doe, 
the time is very well beſtowed, andI am fureit will doe your 
Excell: good, for it is the holy word of Gog,written for our 
comfort. Your Excell ;. doth very well to keepe the ſub- 
ſtance in your minde, which i the point of true Repentaxce, and 
the comfort thereof, and therein conſiſteth all? 
Repentance hath theſethree branches, 


iA 
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: Atrueand vnfained ſorrow for linne. 
2 Faith in Chriſt [eſus; 
2 Aholy reſolution to amend our liver. | 

Whereupon his Excell:; ſaid, you ave very well ſometioest9 Uis Exceil:dorly 
come and viſneme :: And then his Excell:(pake with a ſpeciall confelſe his | 
carneſlneiſe: 7h is all that troubleth me, whether my repen= mn : 
pance be ſufficient enough for my ſins, for I hae offended the Lord 1, cnc 
grienouſly,and 1 conſtantly beleene if I hae true repentance;that al isnorfo wellay] 
my ſinnes are forginen, for Chriſt his ſake I willopray the Lord to it ought robe, ] 
Line me true repentance, more then | hane yet had: Herevponl | 
ſaid, your £xcell: mult rot preſume vpon your Repentance, 
bue with an humble and lowly heart, confelle and bewaile 
your linnes, as your Excelt; allo without doubt doth not 
fainedly, but from your heart, asit appeareth, and GOD 
knoweth itz and therefore your Exce/l; repentarce is con- 
formable tothe repantance of al erue repentanelinners,which 
are ſet downe vnto vs inthe word of God. Whereupon I did 
rehearſe vnto his £xce!l: the very words. which the children 
of God had ved at the time of their repentance, Eſay 6, 4. 6 
lerem.14-20. of David,P ſal 32,5,38.5.19.51+ of the Publi» 
cane, Zake 18. 13. of the Prodigall Sonne, Zuke 15. 18. 19. 
&c. And ſo 1 put his Exeell; allo in minde of that which hee 
had read in the aforeſaid Chapters, | ſaid further,it is a great 
matter to trouble ones. ſelfe. in the perfection of our repen- 
tance: the man inthe Guſpell ſaid, Lord, I beleewe, belpe thow Marke 9.14. 
mine unbelirfe, 

Your Excell: knoweth, that here in this world weecan 
haue no perfcRion, neither of repentance, nor of faith : The 
godly lament their imperfections, and ſo:daqth. your Excettc- 
The moſt of our perfection in this life ( ſaith an ancieot Far 
ther) conliſtethin the acknowledgement and the bewayling 
of our impcrfeRions. Therefore the more you are, (accar-+ 
ding tothe example of all the faithfull ſcruants. of - God );. 
troubled with your (innes, (as appearcth by the.tropble your 
Excell 1hath of the ſufficieacy of your-Repentance){o much 
the more may you allure your ſelfe, that your repentance.is} 


is QB nul 144 OHIO 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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» from | 


The godly and ( briſtian deceaſe 
vpright and acceptable vnto the Lord: Daxid faith, I confeſſe 
wy ſinnes z for there is no reſt in my bones, becauſe of my ſinres : 
for mine iniquities are gone oner my bead, and as a waighty burtben 
they are too heany for me. Your Excell; mult allo confſiderthe 
ſubtilty of the diuell, who as an enemie of our ſalvation, 
commonly cowards our latter ead doth molt of al (triue with 
vs; but your Excell; muſt likewiſe know;that a/thowgh our fins 
were as Crim{onghey ſhall be made a« white 4s Snow,ouen through 
the precious blond of Teſm Chriſt, which clen/eth 11: froms all our 
ſannes: and therefore conſequently that our Faith and Repen- 
tance is vnperfet. Vpoo ſuch repentance as this your 
Excell; repentanceis, the Lord will without doubt worke 
in your heart aſpeciall ioy and comfort, and ſo I ſhewed 
vnto his Excel/:from the Plalms of Daxzid,that his repentance 
wes true repentance:& when I had rehearſcd ſome places of 
Scripture to confirme it,& to comfort his Exce/lhe anſwered, 


His £x : is well 1 will pray the Lord to flrengthen mee : I am now at reſt, and ans 
contented, and reſolued. Whereupon I committed him to the Lord and 


tooke my leauc of him, and before I went away,her Excell: 
the Princeſſe of Pertuga/ requeſted me to come in the after- 
noone 8gaine. I ſaid, I was loath to bee over trouble-fome 
vnto his Excel/; but I was the more emboldned, becauſe 
doRor Reſew, Miniſter ofthe word of God at the Hage, told 


me that be had becne with his Exce//: and found him very 
well ae reſ}. | | 


The third viſitation. 


*He ſame day abeurthreeof the clockein the afternoone 

. their Excellencies the Princeſle of Portugal and Orange 
did let mee vnderftand that they were with the Prince,and 
that they did expe methere, Whereupon 1 went, and com- 
ming thither, F found the Prixce very weake of body but 
of good comfort;for when [ aſked his Excel!: whether hee 
was well ac reſt, He anſwered, yes as well as ever hee was. Then 
1 faid;the Lord bee praiſed foritz vpoo ſuch repentance and 
faith asF have found in your Excell: 1 did expe& this mercy 


of Mauritius Prince of Orange. 


from the Lord, & that _— to the promiſe of Chriſt,to 
any 


eaſe them that are weary and ladew that come wnto 
him; and to gine the viftory to them that doe fight ſo well: 
Such a quict peace and reſt is the life of our foules, yeair is 
the Kingdome of God within vs, And here I exhorted his 
Excell : to continue ſo vnto the end; rehearling certaine pro - 
miſes, wherein the Lord doth promile the helpe and conti- 
nuation of his mercy. vntill the end. Wee poore (innersare 
buund to vie the meanes which the Lord hath ordained, but 
without the holy Ghoſt this worke cannot be vndertaken 
nor continued. His Excell: ſaid,Ss doe I held it to bee al/o, It 
mnſt all come from God, and | will pray him to firengthen mee. 
Hereby 1 tooke courrage to ſprake thus vnto his Excell: 
Gratious Lord, your Excell: hath ſpoken very religiouſly, 
ſaying, that tt muFt all come from the Lord, andithat you will 
pray wnto the Lord to ſirengthen you; The Lord will bee 
prayed or his mercies, and that honour doth onely be- 
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His E x:chriſti- | 
an declaration * 
of Gods mercy. | 


long vnto him, and wee ought to doe it with a willing mind, 


and with all chearfulnelſe, and that in regard hee doth ſo 
gratiouſly promife to hearevs. The Apoſile James doth allo 
exhortvs to this duty, Jf any bee ſficke among you ( faith he) 
let him call for thee elders of the church, and let themy pray 
for him, May it therefore pleaſe your Excel! ; that we doe 
al loyntly call vpon the name of the Lord, and you to pray 
with vs, as much avis in your power, His Exce/l: anſwered, 


TAames F.14. 


when'you pleaſe, Whereupon we all fell vpon our knees before His Ex:is de» 
the Lord, and prayed with teures: : Prayer being ended, | frousto haue 


yers laidar. 


ſet my (elfe downe againe to comfort his Excel!: as the Lord F900 yy 


ſhould put it into my minde, amongſt other things ſpeak- 
ing of the pleaſant fruits of afflition, and of the difference 


betweene the death of the Saints and the wicked, and of the. 
profitable change which they doe make, who 1n true faith. 


end their pilgrimage, outof this vale of miſery, leaving theſe 
earthly tabernacles,and goe to dwell with the Lord,and how 
happy and how precious death is vntothem , becauſe it end> 


eth their miſery, and doth tranſport them vnto the deſired 


haucn of reft, eucn the Kingdome of glory.Attheſe ſpeeches 


his - 


The godly and ( briſtian deceaſe 
his Excellencie harkened with an extraordinary attention, 
eurning himſelfe vnto mee, and looking very (tedfaſtly 
vpon mee, Which made me to admire it; at length with 
great reioycing, hee approued my words, ſaying, So doe I be- 
leene alſo, | am reſolacd; then I (aid vnto his Excel/: Ic plea- 
ſed GOD to let mce adminiſter his holy word vnto his 
Excell: of happy memory, ( eunt Willzans of Naſſau, 1n 
the time of his (lickeneſſe, and ſo God hath ordained, that 
I ſhould doevato your Highnetle, although in great weake- 
neſe, I doe therefore in all humility beſeech your Highneſle, 
graciouſly to ponderthis my meane ſervice vnto you, tru» 
ſting that it will not goe without a bl-ſfing from the 
LORD, for I know with what heart I haue done 
itz whereupon his Excell: ſaid , 1 thanke you for troubling 
your ſelfe ſo much with my perſon; and preſently after, be- 
cauſe I did not well vndcrſtand his Exce/l; hee ſaid , 
Ton hays dexe me very good ſernice. And when I thought 
herewith to hauc taken my leaue of his Exce/l 3 his 
Excell: ki(ſed his hand and reached it forth ynto mee, (6 
that it made the tcaresto runne downe my eyes, ſaying; 
your Excell; may pleaſe to bee of good comfort, and 
and without doubt the L O R D will give you a hap- 
py iſſue from this afflition, And ſo I withdrew my 
ſelfe, hauing taken my leaue of the ſaid Princeſ. 
les. 

In this ation , although 1 was very weary of body, 
yet I rcioyced -in GOD, and (o did both the ſaid Prin- 
celles, Prayling the Lord, in the midſt of their ſorrow, 


uy the Religious and Chriſtian behauiour of his Exeel- 
lencie. 


The 


of Mauritius, Prince of Orange. 


The fourth Piſttation, 


Being on Wedneſday the 13. of Aprill in the fore- 
noone, abvur io, of the clocke, which was his 
Excel: dying-day. . 


T this time w2s I fetched againe to come vnto his Ex- 

cell; whom I found to be much altered, and he was not 
likely to liuclong; although, when | asked his Excel: how 
he felt himſclfe, he (aid, /t is much altze as it was yeſterday. And 
whereas | perceiued his Excel; ro be very weake, I comfor- 
ted him with theſe places of Scripture, 1 Cor. ro, 13. Heb. 4. 
15. 16, Rows. $.28, 3 8.3 9. Whereupon his Excel/; anſwered, 
1 am reſolued, and there is nothing inthe world th at troubleth me, 


onely this, whether my Repentance be as ſufficient for my fonnes, as 


Very religious: 
words of his 


it owght to bez I am ſorry that I cannot ſerue the Lord as I would s,,v1.petare _ 
deez The Lord ftrengthen me; I ans at reft. With theſe words his his death, © 


Excell; gave ſufficiently tovnderſtand, that he was at reſt in 
his minde,Whereforewith all my poxer and ability, ſought 
more and more t@ſtrengthen his Excell;inthispareicular, 
whereunto | found my felfe much addi&ed $ and to this end 
I put his Exce//zin minde of all-the ſpeeches which hee had 
ſpoken; and f(t, I put him in minde of his repentance for his 
ſinnes; ſecondly, of his faith in Teſw Chriſt; and thirdly, of 
his religiouspurpoſe to amend his life ; all which ſpeeches I 
approved with the word of God, and thereupon I told his 
Excell; that we were commanded, to them that were thus 
prepared,tolay open vnto them the whole treaſure of Gods 
mercy,and his faithfull promiſes in Chrift leur; Wherefore 
your Excel/zmult make a good vle ofthis affl: tion, and by 
the fruits thereof, few and acknowledge the loue of God, 


according to his werd,for he correbteth- bins whem be loueth +; pps, ,vu1, 


And your Excell'; hall findethat death is life, accor 1ing ro 


Gods promiſe, Hethat beleeweth in wee, is paſſed from death wn- 1, 


to life. I defire, (aith Perl, to be looſed, and to be with Chriſt; 
D for 


a - 


The godly and (riſtian deceaſe 
Ei: 24.21. for death wnto me ir aduantage; If our earthly tabernacle: be de- 
c mart ; froegv haue a building #44 ber Godin the hcauens, And 
thus I exhorted his Excel; to fet himſclfe at peace, reloycing 
in his Sauiour /eſw« Chriſt, in whole name, 1 (as # ſervant of 
Chriſt) did pronounce vnto his Excel! ; forgwenelile of all 
his finnes, which he did from his heart repent ofz which the 
Lord himſeclfe doth promiſe to ratifie and approuec 3 Your 
Bar atth. 18 13. Excell; (aid I, hath cucr beene a ſincere Prince, bating all 
| falſhood and lyes, and your Excell; hath allo meant it with 
your heart, whatlueucr you have ſaid in the premitſzs; for 
your Excell;knoweth, that this is not a time to flatter any 
body in ſo weighty a matter as this is, whereon your Excell:- 
ſalvation dependeth : Therefore your Excell: may pleaſe to 
bee ſtedfaſt in the onely comfort wee have both in life and 
death; and wherein your Excell; hath beene ſo long reſolved 
to live and dye in, with the children of God, without whom 
I doe here proteſt before the Lordgto know no other laluati- 
Us Excel;laſt on for wy ſelfe, nor for any other Chriftian'z whereupon I 
words. demanded his Excell, ofthis comfort, out of the firſt queſti- 
apap on of the high-dutch Catechiſme;His Excell: anſwered,T hs: 5s 
| wruc comforc 972) 9*ly comfort ; I know none other, and this is my ovely refuge, 
| ofthe children whereby I purpoſe to remaine 1, which ſweet words of his Excells 
| ofGoqy. were a8a Crowne tothis holy worke, and a certaine figne 
; that the ſpirit of God had thronghly wrought in his heart; 
Then I ſaid vnto his Excel; your Excell ; may now ex 
(. ouer and above the Lawrell wreath wherewith the Lord 
hath crowned you here in this life) co be crowned (with all 
thoſe Kings and Princes, that with true faith hauc kifſedthe 
Sonne of God) (as your Excel: hath done) with animmor- 
tall and everlaſting Crowne of glory inthe world to come. 
Alter theſe words were ended, his Excel; (aid, ( though with 
great trouble) [cannot well ſpedke any more: whereupon I left 
his Excell; wiſhing hima:bappy.end, which I ſaw to draw 


neare, At this Vilitation w Gas : 
his Excellencie, ere prelept the chiefelt Officers of 


The 


of Mauritius, Princeof Orange. 
The laſt Viſitation. 


When his Excellencie lay a dying, and departed 
this world. 


N the afternoone about foure of the clocke, I was by two 
Sergeants requeſted to come vp vnto his Excel: Being 
come into the Chamber, | found his Excel: tobe toward his His Excell:cans Þ 
lafkend, his ſpeech having left him,and was nor able once to not ſpeake any 4 
calt yp his eyes. I ſpake at his Exce/l; eare, Being your Excel!; vs. bur hath * 
ſpeech doth now faile you, thinke now in your heart (which few tne PY 
the Lord doth behold and fearch thorow) vpon your Savi- W* 
our /eſiu Chriſt, who is now the onely life'and comfort of | 
your Excetl; And when I did perceive his Excell; gaue ſuffi- 1: 
cient ſignes that he vnderftaod me, I did, at the requeſt of th 
the Amcor - Portugall ho ltood by = and with wee- 
eyes beheld his Exce ay prayecrs, there being like- WIFE | 
a, preſent, the Comittics of the High and M ref » the Tn 
Lords Eſtates generall, the Lord Vorbergen,and other Lords 
to me vnknowne, alſo the chiefelſt ſernants of his Highneſle, 
with ewo Doors, Doftor Reumpf, and Door Ualentins, 
who did all fall ypon their knees before the Lord,and prayed 
with bitter teares for his Excel/, Aﬀeer prayer was ended, I 
ſpake againe at his Zxcel/; care; ſaying, If your Excell; hath 
vnderſtood me, and that you are yet comforted in the Lord, jg... 
Ipray let me know by touching my hand; wherevpon his : g,, _—_—_ 
Ex;preſencly held me fo faltby my hand,that I could ſcarce that hee J 
get it out,vntill ſuch time asthe ſtrength of his life went faom did vnderftand | 
im; andthen({ ſpake once more theſe wordsvnto him, Lord > 22drhathe | 
leſw receiue wy uy Lord Ieſu hane wercy vpon me. His Excel; away con 
did yet ſufficiently ſhew that hee vaderftood it; whereupon 
weonceagaine went vnto prayers, and prayed with ſuch fer. 
vency,avany Chriftian mightimagine. And afterwards be- p,,,.ci.c.;4 
tweene 5.and 6. ofthe clocke,this noble Princereſted inthe once more. 
Lord, in theprayers of the pars fo ſweetly, as _-_ l 
2 aw 
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ſaw man dye, withoutthe lea(t motion of his body,and with« 
out any interruption of his breath. And thus dyed this fa- 
pleaſonr death. mous Champion, Prince Manrice, &c. in the 58. yeare of 
his age, hauing Governed little lefſe chen qo. yeares. Hee 
was held of all eruz-hearted Patriots, a precious and cholen 
Inſtrument of Gods glory, ſpecially for Gods Church and 
theſe Countries, He will be by ſome more lamented after his 
An Exhortati- death, then he was beloued of them in his life. But I pray and 


» brewing; exhorte all faithfull Inhabitants of this Land, totake to heart 
aol 0 


theſe few enſuing admonitions wherewith I will conclude 
this my Narration. 

The Lord hath within theſe few yeares taken from vs that 
Faithfull Prince Count Williaws Lodewicke of Naſſan, &c, and 
hath ſithence viſited this Land with heauy plagues, famine, 
bigh-waters, ſtrong-warres, asis yet atthis time, belides the 


extraordinary belieging of the City of Breda, and now 


moreover {mites vs for our ſipnes with this deepe woundzand 
that inſuch atime, when all the world would iudgewe ftood 
in moſt neede of this great Prince. Will the Lord then viterly 
ferſake v1 and goe from vs? Itleemeth ſo; and certainely this 
is no vaine imagination, butthe King of all Kings, and the 
Lord of all Lords, whoſe iudgements are ivſt , and whoſe 
wayes are ynſcarchable, can and-will ( according to his infi- 
nite mercy who bath ſo many-times miraculouſly ſaued 
theſe Countries, for his holy name , and welbeloued 
Sonnes ſake) keepe vs, if wee, (as well Rulers as Sub- 
iefts) doe hate our linnes ,  betimes turne vato him, 
and doe vprightly walke before him,io his holy Jawes which 
are not vanknowne vnto vs. - WT RI NET 

And this is that which wee muſt doe, if wee will 
make a good vie of Gods lvdgemenrs, that he may turne 
them from vs, and if wee defire to have the Lerd te 
blctſe this Countrey and State; otherwiſe wee all fee, if 
wee are not blinde in heare, hew the LORD. doth 
threaten vs, and which certainely once will come vpon 
v9, if _wee remaine (norting in cur carnall ſecurity, and 


then 
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of Mauritius, Prince of Orange, 
then wee ſhall not finde any mercy with the LORD. Te 
is not any inward nor outward meanes willdee able to 
fave vs, if the LORD turne fromvs: And thereforethole 
are the beſt people,who above all things ſeeke to appeaſe the 
wrath of the moſt Higheſt, who ruteth the hearts of ail 
Kings, and ſo labour to obtaine his favour, that with 
| a good conſciencethey may both live and dycin his feare, 
and thereunto they vſe all poſſible mecanes , according to 
their vocation, to employ it for: the ſeraice of the com- 
| mon good; andthisconfirmeth 'a State,” and bringeth the 
| bleſfing of God over the whele Countreyz' but here I take 
leaue with the Prophet /eremie, to (ay; 'O earth, earth, earth, ,,, .. . - 
heare the word of the LO RDyWhat word 7 the word of the * ** p 
Sonne of GOD $ Remember - from whence thou art fallen , 
and repent, and doe thy firſs workss, or elſe I will come agamft 
; thee ſhortly, and will remone your Candlefticks out of bs place, 
except thow amend, I pray the Lord this may bee well 
practiſed, That all higher powers, and thoſe of meaner 
fort would take example of the Religious and godly de- 
ceaſe of this Noble Prince 1of -Orange, whoſe ſoule vn- 
doubtedly is now* in-glory with *the Lord Jeſws Clrift, 
waiting for the blelſed reſurretion of the dead, which the 
Lord of his mercy grant vnto vs. Vnto whom, as moſt 
ducis, bee all honour, prayſe,and glory, for euermore, 
Amen. 

For as much as concernes thoſe that harden themſclues 
in their ſinnes, by the abuling of Gods mercy, and by cx- 
ample of thoſe Saints that have fallen, and are riſen vp 
againe, (for ſuch there ever hath beene, and yet are) muſt 
know if they haue not a delire of their condemnation, Oxed 

nou (int exempla cadends, necinpeccatit iacendi, ſed caxends, & þ 
cecideris, re/urgends; that is to ſay, that thoſe be no examples 
tofall, nor yet tolye ſtil], but take heed wee doe not fall 
or if wee bee fallen, that wee riſe vp againe, Who is 
ſo foolifh that will goe breake his owne ſhinnes, becauſe hee 
feeth his fellow by a fall hath ———gq his, and is whole 


3 againe ? 
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againe, ball wee "continue fill in finne, that grace may abound? 
God forbid; they that are led by the ſpirit of GO D, are a- 
fraide of ſuch thoughts, for ſo much as concernech the di- 

ricked complices, and vncleane (pirits,who 

cannot endure, and doe nothing but ſcorne and deride the 
children of God, in whom the Angels doe rcioyce. Wee 
muſt not ſtumble at theſe, for Chriſt himſelfe (aith in the 
Golpell, that their judgement will bee hard enough for them 
to bearez and thertore it is needleflc here to (peake any more 
of them , and therefore I end: Beſecching the Lord to re- 
, Raine the diuell, and mercifully co (auc his people in 

this great tempeſt, wherein the whole Chri- 
ſlian world doeſo fearefully triue 

wich one another. 
So beit, 


